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VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2022 – 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER - The monthly meeting of the City Council of the Village of 
Grosse Pointe Shores, a Michigan City was held on Tuesday, July 19, 2022, at the 
Municipal Building.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Mayor Kedzierski 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ROLL CALL – Clerk Bruce R. Nichols 

 
Present: Mayor Thaddeus Kedzierski, Robert H. Barrette, Sandra Cavataio, John 

Dakmak, Danielle Gehlert, Donn Schroder, John T. Seago  
 
Absent:  None 
 
Also present:  City Clerk Bruce Nichols 
   Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
   City Manager Stephen Poloni 
   City Attorney Brian Renaud 
   Public Works Director Mike Way 
   Public Safety Director Ken Werenski 
 

4. SETTING OF THE AGENDA – Promotion of Sgt. Ryan moved to Item 7A. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JUNE 21, 2022 REGULAR MEETING 
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council Member Dakmak, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were approved. 
 

6. RECEIVE AND FILE VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS MINUTES   
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council Member Schroder, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were received and filed. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Resident Al Bazzi of S. Edgewood Dr. described problems with water ponding on the 
roadway in front of his home.  Public Works Director Way reported that there are many 
of these sinking road dips throughout the city.  They are often caused by underlying 
storm sewer pipe deficiencies. 
 
Resident Christina Roehl urged action by City Council to make a written complaint to 
DTE regarding the inadequate capacity of our power supply circuit.  City Manager Poloni 
said the DTE tree trimming program has been completed, and that Council should direct 
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complaints to the Michigan Public Service Commission.  Mayor Kedzierski indicated 
action should be taken by the city regarding this inadequate power supply issue. 
 

7.A PROMOTION OF SGT. RYAN WILSON 
 
 Sgt. Ryan Wilson has been a member of the Public Safety Department for six years.  
Chief Werenski described the extensive and impressive resume of Sgt. Wilson’s skills as a 
public safety officer.  The Chief was delighted and proud of the promotion of such a capable 
officer.  Sgt. Wilson’s new badge was pinned on him before his family and a grateful City 
Council after the oath was administered by Mayor Kedzierski. 

 
8. REPORTS BY CHAIRPERSONS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS                                                                                                                           

 
A. Budget and Finance – Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 

 
1. Approval of Bills - On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council 

Member Seago, and carried unanimously (7-0), it was resolved that the bills were 
approved for payment. 
 

2. Review of Financial Statements - Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
presented the Financial Statements for review by Council. 
 

3. Finance Committee   Chair Sandra Cavataio reported that a meeting of the committee 
was held on July 12th.  The committee discussed the purchase of a new golf cart, 
federal funds that have not been used, review of the municipal landscape irrigation 
system, funding of seawall repairs, and window upgrades for the municipal building.  
The next meeting of the committee is scheduled for August 30 at 10 AM. 

 
B. Public Safety – Chief Kenneth Werenski reported a Public Safety Officer has 

resigned and the department is searching for a replacement. 
 

C. Public Works – Director Mike Way reported that DPW employee Nick Rudd has been 
very active with water main breaks and the Oxford Road utility connections.  DPW 
employee Kyle Clements has kept the municipal landscape sprinklers running amidst 
multiple breakdowns of the system.  DPW employee Bruce Haines has made an 
exceptional effort of repairs and restorations at both the municipal building, and other 
projects throughout the city.  The Little League grass infield has been removed to 
reduce infield bounce for younger baseball players. 

           
D. Parks Committee – Park Director Jen Serra reported the pool has been open every 

day, with very favorable feedback from the residents.  The Sharks swimming team has 
won every swimming meet to date.  A pickle ball tournament will be scheduled for 
August 13th.  The annual pool inspection was conducted with full approval by the 
inspectors.  Council Liaison Donn Schroder had remarks about safety issues involving 
moon roofs and the swimmer’s parade.  The 4th of July event was discussed, and its 
expense did not require a subsidy from the city.  The lakefront outlooks are being 
repaired.  Draining the area on the southwest side of the park will be improved by the 
installation of a new underground drainage pipe. 
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E. Harbor Committee – Council Liaison John Seago reported there are only two vacant 
Marina Wells.  The next meeting of the committee is scheduled for September 13th. 

 
F. Infrastructure Report – Council Liaison Robert Barrette reported the Oxford Road 

improvements are proceeding very well.  The Oxford sewer project has been 
completed, with paving to be finalized in September.  Public Works Director Way 
stated a portion of the upgraded water line was originally installed in 1915. 
 

G. GPSIF – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert stated the Foundation was finalizing the pool 
safety equipment grant.  City Manager Poloni reported the foundation has granted 
$70,000 as of this year, with $8,900 donated for a new golf cart.  $25,000 will be used 
for pickle ball fencing because of a noise complaint from residences north of the park.  
An acoustical fence will be installed to alleviate the noise problem.   

 
H. Communications Committee – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert informed Council that 

the next meeting of the committee is scheduled for August 10th.  Next year’s municipal 
calendar is still under review. 

 
I. Legal Report – City Attorney Brian Renaud stated the following legal services have 

been provided to the city since the last meeting of City Council: 
 

Review of the Fourth Amendment to the Great Lakes Water Authority contract, and 
consultation with city officials regarding the contract.  Review of a proposed fence 
ordinance.  Review of a proposed pool ordinance.  Review of various administrative 
matters, and consultation with administrative personnel. 

 
J. Manager’s Report – City Manager Poloni reported $750,000 from a federal grant was 

received and allocated by emergency priority to various portions of the Lake Shore Road 
repairs.  More funds have been granted which should complete the emergency repairs.  
Drainage improvements at the municipal park should be completed soon.  
Approximately 2000 people attended the Fourth of July event.  The city is still awaiting 
replacement of marina decking material to allow finalization of the repairs.  Mr. Poloni 
has inquired about the status of Channel 12 video availability. 

 
9. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS –  

 
A.  2023 PAATS Municipal Contract  

 
On motion by Council Member Gehlert, seconded by Council Member Dakmak, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores will 
transfer $2479 in Municipal Credit Funds and $4800 and Community Credit Funds to 
SMART/PAATS for the period of July 1, 2022, through June 20, 2023, with the City 
Manager authorized to sign and process the Municipal and Community Credit 
Contract. 
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B.  GLWA Contract Approval  
 
City Manager Steve Poloni reported a meeting was conducted with Great Lakes 
Water Authority regarding water rates for the next four years.  As the irrigation 
ordinance was recently passed, no data was available regarding any water savings to 
provide to the Great Lakes Water Authority. 
 
On motion by Council Member Cavataio, seconded by Council Member Gehlert, and 
carried unanimously (7-0), it was resolved that Amendment No. 4 to the September 
21, 2010 Water Service Contract between Great Lakes Water Authority and the 
Village of Grosse Pointe Shores, a Michigan City was approved and adopted. 
 

C.  Ethics Ordinance & Policy One-Year Review  
 
City Clerk Bruce Nichols reported that he did not receive any correspondence nor any 
complaints from any individual, alleging a violation of the city’s Ethics Policy during 
the previous 12 months.  He further affirmed that it was his duty and responsibility to 
assure that all ethics complaints are to be forwarded directly to Council, or if 
necessary, to either the Director of Public Safety, Wayne/Macomb County Prosecutor, 
or Michigan Attorney General for criminal prosecution. 
 
Mayor Kedzierski, Council Member Schroder, and City Clerk Nichols discussed the 
advantages and disadvantages of both a “policy” and an “ordinance” regarding 
municipal ethics. 
 
Former Ethics Ordinance Drafting Committee Chair Janice Pemberton also engaged 
in discussion with City Council regarding matters of municipal ethics. 
 
On motion by Council Member Gehlert, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the municipal Ethics Policy would continue 
in effect, and would be again reviewed in one year. 

 
11. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Candidate John Conyers, who is running for a seat in Congress introduced himself to 
City Council. 

 
12. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Council Member Schroder thanked the Dakmak family for reading the Declaration of 
Independence at 4th of July celebration. 
 
Council Member Barrette congratulated all those involved with the 4th of July celebration 
and indicated having only heard positive things about the event. 
 
Council Member Seago expressed appreciation to the Grosse Pointe Shores Foundation 
for the $70,000 contributed so far this year.  He also expressed concerns regarding the 
Woodland Shores residents who are requesting more patrols and speed signs to reduce 
speeding on their street.  There are reoccurring issues of misbehavior regarding 
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shoreline anchorage north of the municipal park. 
 
Council Member Dakmak reminded residents of their duty to maintain safe trash 
handling in light of rodents. 
 
Council Member Gehlert congratulated City Manager Steve Poloni for all of his efforts  
and work for the Fourth of July event. 
 
Council Member Cavataio congratulated staff on their cost-cutting skills and the 
balancing of the municipal budget. 
 

13. MAYOR’S COMMENTS – Mayor Kedzierski reported the annual Fishing Derby will be 
held next Saturday.  He encouraged family participation at the Fishing Derby.  The Mayor 
expressed his belief that these Park activities bring life to our city.  The Grosse Pointe 
North baseball playoff season successes were also mentioned by the Mayor. 
 

14. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS (Tues, 8/16/22-7pm & Tues, 
9/20/22 -7pm) 
 

15. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE TOWN HALL MEETINGS - (Sat, 9/17/22 10am) 
 

16.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 On motion by Council Member Seago, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 PM. 

  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Bruce R.  Nichols 
City Clerk 

 
 
 
 


